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Course Description. Literary genius can take innumerable shapes and forms through novels, 
plays, or poetry. Brilliant minds use their gifts to entertain, inspire, engage, and enlighten us 
about philosophical and artistic concerns, social trappings, and human conceit. In this course, 
we read examples of genius, including Aeschylus, Persians; Elias Lönnrot, The Kalevala; 
Giovanni Boccaccio, The Decameron; Shakespeare, Henry IV, Part I; George Eliot, Silas 
Marner; John Steinbeck, East of Eden; Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony; Kazuo Ishiguro, The 
Remains of the Day (Vintage).  
 
Topics to be discussed include point of view, allusion, symbolism, and theme in poetry, drama, 
and the novel; literary periods and movements including the Classical, Medieval, Renaissance, 
Enlightenment, Romantic, Modernist and Postmodern; and studies of specific genres, such as 
epic, drama, poetry, and the novel. The course will teach students the value of close reading and 
the necessity of textual evidence in discussion and debate. No prior knowledge or experience is 
required for this course. 

Objectives. Students will be encouraged to analyze the structure and content of the literary 
work under discussion and to speculate about its author’s motivation in including and excluding 
various techniques. As a result of having taken this course, students will have the skills and 
confidence to navigate comparably sophisticated and challenging works of literature. 

Requirements, Grading, & Policies. Students will be expected to read (and, ideally, reread) 
the assigned selections prior to the class period when those works will be studied, and to 
contribute to the discussion thereon. No tests or quizzes will be given, nor will written work of 
any kind be assigned. No grades will be given for this class. Students are required to respect one 
another by attending regularly, arriving on time, and engaging courteously with one another in 
class discussions. 

Required Texts (available at the NYU bookstore, 726 Broadway) 
Aeschylus, Persians, translated by Lembke and Herington (Oxford UP) 
Elias Lönnrot, The Kalevala, translated by Keith Bosley (Oxford World Classics) 
Giovanni Boccaccio, The Decameron, translated by G. H. McWilliam (Penguin Classics) 
Shakespeare, Henry IV, Part I, edited by Mowat and Werstine (Folger Library) 
George Eliot, Silas Marner, edited by David Carroll (Penguin Classics) 
John Steinbeck, East of Eden, intro by David Wyatt (Penguin Classics) 
Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (Penguin Classics) 
Kazuo Ishiguro, The Remains of the Day (Vintage) 
  



 

 

Reading Schedule 
 

Feb 5 & 12  Aeschylus, Persians, trans. Lembke and Herington (Oxford UP) 

   The nature, structure, and ideology of the tragic vision 

 

Feb 19  Elias Lönnrot, The Kalevala, trans. Keith Bosley (Oxford World Classics) 

   Epic and the function of cultural preservation and transmission 

 

Feb 26 & Mar 5 Giovanni Boccaccio, The Decameron, trans. G. H. McWilliam (Penguin) 

   Pre-Renaissance storytelling and the emergence of social critique 

 

Mar 12 & 19 Shakespeare, Henry IV, Part I, ed. Mowat and Werstine (Folger Library)  

   Elizabethan drama’s unique engagement with history and nation    

 

Mar 26  George Eliot, Silas Marner, ed. David Carroll (Penguin Classics) 

   Post-Romantic presentation of rural life and the didactic narrative 

 

Apr 2 & 9  John Steinbeck, East of Eden, intro. David Wyatt (Penguin Classics) 

   Modernist revisions of the categories of fate and identity 

 

Apr 16  Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (Penguin Classics) 

   Native American engagement with the literary and historical past 

 

Apr 23  Kazuo Ishiguro, The Remains of the Day (Vintage) 

   The contemporary novel as portrait and the construction of humanity 
 
 

Students with Disabilities  
New York University is committed to providing equal educational opportunity and participation for 
students with disabilities.  Any student who needs a reasonable accommodation based on a qualified 
disability is required to register with The Henry and Lucy Moses Center for Students with Disabilities 
(CSD) for assistance.  


